Govt eves cane model to raise maize
output meet ethanol blending target
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The Government smary bave to
develop a sugarcane type eco-
system for the matze crop over
the next two years if the coun
try has 10 achieve the 20 per
cent ethanol blending Wl'ﬂl
potral (EBF) t as the
mﬂmhudm woukl
not be able to meet the entire

target.

Under the Sugarcane Con
trol Onder, sugar mills ure
mandated to
cung Jat nhul\ ullam
firiners within a geographical
urve decided by State govern-
ments at not below 2 poce
fised by the Centre. The gone
«nmn::dwﬁ:dzmg
{mwam selling price r
thcmmmuh\ymul
rigin - amount  which 5
enough tw pay the sugarcine
aop
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Unilon Food Seorctary Sanjoey
Chopra said there is a lmit to
and half of the ethanol reguare-
ment has to come from grain-
based plants. “When we say
1,300 crore lares of require-
menst (1o meet the 20 per cont
blending target), halt of which
are to coene from sugar-based
units and half from grain-
Mn{muthemwivw
come from,” Chopra said on

Unon Food Secretary
Sanjeev Chopra

A anational
mwmmﬂ from
mare,

He saild suggar bas its limita-
tons upless the sugarcane
urez goes up. With the current
leved of the arca ender sugur
cane, ethanol production can-
not be raised significantly, he
sild  Grin-bosed  plants,
which are subsidisad
rce offered by the Food Cor-
paration of Inda (FCI), are
not sustainable feedstock for
ethanci, be sald,

st the economie cost
of rice ot aboun 38%kg the

ent s offering FCL
stock at T20vky to dstilleries
for the production of ethenal,
Chopra suid it is just continy-
ingto the industrybut
s noe asustainable modol.

Summing up the delibera-
tons of the day-loag ever, he
said maize production should
go up to 425 million tonnes
{mt) froen the curvens 34 mtif
the 20 per cent target i to be

met. How it can be achicved is
something that has to be dis-
cussed. He suggestod draming

should make collaborstive ar-
mngements  with  fanners,
smilar to what sugar mills
have done, to Inerease the pro
duction and productivity of
e,
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pre regume will gove a fillip o
the ethanol from madz pro-
gramene, as unless itisinple e,
industry will not set up ew

plams. }
R‘odmd('k:mmux\ﬁms
Mimistey  Piyush ox-

llu.‘hl?“ttx oo
cowry wi rwe the target
of 20 per cent blending of ¢ih-
ancd with petrol by 2025 und
asserted thut muaize crops will

gvmuwunmmkmthe

rmw{m‘lq-

pulcdwmcmmwu:tup
Bictories for the manufctar-
ing of this green fued, which
canoperate on dual foedstock.

He sad Inda's crude oil im-
port bill could come down by
50000 crore, wa
bage saving of forvign ex-
change reserves 25 the country
cn lower crade imports by 8
mt if a 20 per cent EBP is
achieved,



